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A FOND FAREWELL 
The Naval Postgraduate School com-
munity will soon be experiencing a tre-
mendous loss. Barbara Barron, wife of 
CAPT. Joseph M. Barron, has been a key 
figure and active participant in every as· 
pect of military life and will soon be enter-
ing the civilian world for an exciting new 
career. 
Barbara has been the mainstay, if not 
the foundation, of the Officer Student's 
Wives' Club and Classmate for the past 
four and one half years. Every wives' club 
function, activity and get-together has 
felt Barbara's influence. The Classmate 
staff in particular, will be saddened by her 
absence and always grateful for the emo· 
tional impact Barbara has had on all of us. 
In her official capacity as Classmate's 
advisor, Barbara was responsible for 
keeping us on the right track while shar· 
ing her knowledge and expertise in deal-
ing with people, both military and 
civilian. Her intellect, wit, charm, matur-
ity and accurate evaluations of situations 
and events never ceased to amaze us. 
Over and above her advisory position, 
Barbara never failed to attend a meeting 
or to do more than her share of the work. 
Born in Boston, Massachusetts into the 
gregarious Mahoney family, Barbara at-
tended elementary and secondary 
schools while developing her enthusiasm 
for life. A genuine concern for people 
and their lives lead her into the field of 
sociology where she received her BA 
from Regis College. Barbara's spirit and 
drive flourished as she worked toward 
her master's degree at the Boston Col· 
lege School of Social Work. The more 
fun-loving side of Barbara pursued a pro-
fessional singing career, using the name 
of "Bambi Mahoney", and performed 
during the summer months at resort area 
clubs near Boston. 
During this most active time in her life 
Barbara met a young Navy J.C. named 
Joseph Barron. In June 1954 they were 
married and his orders moved them to 
thei r first mutual duty station in Hutchin-
son, Kansas. While in Kansas, their son, 
Mark was born in April 1955. The Barron's 
received orders for Hickam Field, Hawaii 
and there, in May of 1956, Michelle was 
born. Then a short stay at Moffett Field 
where Melissa was born in November 
1957 at a civilian hospital in San Jose, 
Cal ifornia. 
Barbara and Joe came to the Naval 
Postgraduate School for the first time in 
1958, with their three children. Joe at-
tended school here until 1962, then spent 
a brief 6 months at North Island, San 
Diego. They returned to Hawaii, this time 
to Barber's Point where another daugh-
ter, Manon was born in February 1964. A 
transfer to Offutt Field in Omaha, Neb· 
raska slid in before their last trip back to 
Hawaii , where Joe was the skipper of a 
squadron in 1966. 
Next, the Barron's ventured to 
Washington, D.C. A number of assign· 
ments there, including a stin.t with the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Industrial Col-
lege of the Armed Forces and OP-NAV. 
After the hustle and bustle of the nation's 
capital, Barbara and Joe came back to the 
Naval Postgraduate School. In Sep· 
tember 1975, CAPT. Barron joined the 
staH to become the Director of Programs. 
Barbara joined her husband in December 
of 1975 and brought with her the vast 
experiences of a military wife, the mother 
of 4 children and her interest in people 
that continued to thrive. 
Barbara Barron 
For the past 4\ll years Barbara Barron 
has given herself completely to the Naval 
Postgraduate School and also managed 
to stay active in a score of projects on the 
Monterey Peninsula. Music, plants, 
home decorating and all her children's 
assorted interests have received time and 
energy from Barbara. The name, Barbara 
Barron, has become synonymous with 
energy, enthusiasm, excitement and 
love. 
she and Joe will remain on the peninsula 
as they enter a new phase of life and both 
pursue independent careers. We extend 
all our best wishes for future success and 
happiness. With feelings of love, respect 
and admiration, Barbara will continue to 
be a vital part of so many lives because 
she gave so unselfishly. 
Barbara Barron will be missed here at 
the Naval Postgraduate School··· luckily, 
Barbara, please accept our gratitude 
and affection. We all love you. CJ 
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